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in of Chriſt and Salvation that undoes the 
orld. Oh happy man, if thou ſcape but this 
fm! Thouſands do ſplit their Souls on this 
Rock which they ſhould build them on ! Look 
into the World, among rich and poor, high and 
low, young and old, and ſee whether it appear 

A 2 not 


To the Reader. 
not by the whole ſcope of their C onverſations, 
that they ſet more by ſomething elſe than 
Chrift? and for all the proclamations of bis 
Grace in the Goſpel, and our common profeſ- 
ing our ſelves to be bis Diſciples, and to- be- 
lieve the Glorious things that be bath promiſ- 
ed us in another World, whetber it yet appear 
not by the deceitfulne(s of our ſervice, by our 
beaf roche ſ Ant K Pre 
and by our buſre and delightful following of the 
World, that the moſt Hy are called CG rp 
do yet in their bearts make light of C if ? 
And if ſo, what wonder if they periſh by their 
contempt ? Wilt thou but ſoberly peruſe this 
ſhort Diſcourſe, and conſider well as thouread- 
eft, of its truth and weight ill thy heart be ſen- 
fible what a fin it is to make light of Chrif 
and thy own Salvation, and till the Lord that 
bought thee be advanced in the eſtimation and 
, affeftions of thy Soul, thou ſhalt bereby rejoyce, 
and fulfil the deſires of 


Thy Servant in the Faith, 
RICH, B AXT ER. 
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Matr. 22. 5. But they made lizht of it. 


""JHE bleſſed Son of God, that thought it not- &- 
nough to die for the World, but would himſelf 
alſo be the Preacher of Grace and Salvation, doth 
comprize in this Parable the ſum of his Goſpel. 
By the King that is here faid to make the Mar- 

riage, is meant, God the Father, that ſent his Son into the 
World to cleanſe them from their ſins, and eſpouſe them 
to himſelf, By his Son, for whom the Marriage is made, is 
meant, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, who 
took to his God-head the nature of Man, that he might 
be capable of being their Redeemer when they had loſt them- 
ſelves in ſin. By the Marriage, is meant, The Conjunftion 
of Chriſt to the ſoul of Sinners, when he giveth up himſelf 
to them to be their Saviour, and they give up themſelves to 
him as his Redeemed Ones, to be faved and ruled by him; 
The perfeftion of which Marriage will be at the Day 'of 

gment, when the ConjunCtion between the whole Church 
and Chriſt ſhall be ſolemnized. The word here tranſlated 
Marriage, rather ſignifieth the Aarriage-Feaſt ; and the mean- 
ing is, that the World is invited by the Goſpel, to come in 
and partake of Chriſt and Salvation, which comprehendeth 
both Pardon, Juſtification, and Right to Salvation, ard all 
other Priviledges of the Members of Chriſt. The [nvitation, 
is God's offer of Chriſt and Salvation in the Goſpel ; The 
Servants that invite them, are the Preachers of the Goſpel 
who are ſent forth by God to that end ; The preparation 
for the feait there mentioned, is, The ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the enating of a Law of Grace, and opening. a way for 
revolting Sinners to return to God. There is mention of 
ſending ſecond Meſſengers, becauſe God uſeth not to take the 
firſt denyal, but to exerciſe his patience till Sinners are ob- 


ſNinate. The firſt Perſons invited are the Jews; upon theic 
obſtinate 


(2) 
-obſtinate Refuſal they are ſentenced to puniſhment ; and the 
- Gentiles are invitedy- end not only invited, but by powerfal 
Preaching, and Miracles, and effe&tus} Grace com , Thax 
is, infallibly prevailed with to come in. The number of them 
is ſo great, that the houſe is filled with the Gueſts; ; 
come ſincerely, xot only looking at the pleaſure of the F 
that is, at the Pardon of fin, and Deliverance from the Wrath 
of God, but alſo at the honour of the Marriage, that is, of 
the Redeemer, and their profeſſion by giving vp themſelyts 
to a holy Converſation ; but ſome come im only for the Feaſt, 
that is, .Juſtification by Chriſt, having not the wedding Gar- 
ment of ſound Reſolution for Obedience in their Life, and 
looking only at themſelves in Believing, and not to the glor 
of their Redeemer ; and theſe are ſentenced to everlaſting 
ſery, and ſpeed as il] as thoſe that came not in af all; ieei 
a Faith that will not work, is but like that of the Devil; 
ard they that look to be pardoned and ſaved by it, aremiſtaket, 
as Fames ſheweth, 2. 24. 

The words of my Text contain a Narration of the il 
entertainment that the Goſpel findeth with mwny to whom it 
is ſent, even after a firſt and ſecond invitatirn. They made 
ligtt of it, and are taken up with othef things. Though it 
be the Fews that were firſt guilty, they haye tov many . 
ers among us Gemvles to this day. E 

Doft. For all the wonderful love and mercy that God bath many 
feſted in giving bis Son to be the Redeemer of the World; ind which 
the, Son hath manifeſted in Redeeming them by his Blood; for al 
his full preparation by being « ſufficient ſacrifice for the fins of all ; 
for all bis Perſonal Excellencies, and that full and glorious Salvation 
that he bath procured, and for all his free offers of theſe, and fre- 
quent and earneſt Invitations of Sinners ;, yet many do make light 
of all this, and prefer their worldly enjoymemts bofore it. The of- 
dinary extertainment of all 11 by contempt. 

Not that all do ſo, or that all continue to do ſo who were 
once guilty of it : for God hath his choſen, whom he will com- 
pel to come in. But till the Spirit of Grace over-power the 
dead and obſtinate hearts of Men, they hear the Goſpel zs a 
common ſtory, and the great matters contained in it go not 
to the heart. = 

(1 


(3) 
The, Method in which 1 ſhall handle this DoQtrin, is this: 
1. I ſhall ſhew you what it is that -Men make light of. 

2. op this fin of making light of it is. 

Ph he. cauſe of, the fin: + 

why ule of, the Dactrin. 


by 


'y The thing that carnal hearers make light of, is, 1. The 
Doprio of the Goſpel ir ſelf, which they hear regardleſly. 
2. The benefits offered them therein: which are, 1. Chriſt 
imſelf 2. The benefits,which he giveth. 

- Conceroing Chriſt himſelf, the Goſpgl 1. Declareth his Per- 

0; 30d Nature, and.the great things that he hath done and 

ered for Man: his Redeeming bim from the wrath of Gcd 
Ws Blood, and procuripg a grant of Salyation with him- 

.  Furthermoxe , The ſame Goſpel maketh an offer of 

iſt to fingers, that if they will accept, him on his eaſie and 
zaſonable t crms, he will be their Saviour, the Phyſitian of 
their Souls, their Husband and their Head. 

2. The benefits that he offereth them, are theſe, 1. That 
with theſe bleſſed Relations to him, himſelf and intereſt in 
him, they, ſhall have' the pardon of all their ſins paſt, and be 
fared Irom God's Wrath, and be ſet in a ſure way of obtain- 
ing a Pardon for all thefos that they ſhall commit hereafter, ſo 
they do but abey ſincerely, and turn not again to the Rebellion 
of their Unregeneracy. 2. They ſhall have his Spirit to be- 
come. their Guide and SanCtifier, and to dwell in their Souls, 
and.help them againſt their Enemies, and conform them more 
and more to his Image, and heal their Diſeafes, and bring 
them back to God. 3. They ſhall have right to everlaſting 
Glory when this Life is epded, and ſball be raiſed vp thereto 
at the laſt ; beſides mapy excellent-priviledges in the way, in 
Means, Preſervation and Proviſion, and the fore taſh of what 
they ſhall enjoy, bereafter:; All theſe:benefits the Goſpel offcreth 
to them that. will, haye Chrift on his reaſonable rerms. Fhe 
ſum of all isin 1 Jolw 5. In, 12. This is the Record, that God 
bath given us eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son : He that 
bath the Son, hath Life, and he that hath not the Son, bath not Life. 


Il. What this Sin of making light of the Goſpel iz? 1. To 
make light of the.Goſpel, is, to take no great heed to what 
is 


: (4) 
is ſpoken, as if it were not a certain Truth; or elfe were z 
matter that little concerned them, or as if God had not writ- 
ten theſe things for them. 2. When the Goſpel doth 'not 
affet Men, or go to their hearts, but though they ſeem'to 
attend to what is ſaid, yet men are not awakened by it from 
their ſecurity 5 nor doth it work in any meaſure ſuch holy 
Paſſion in their Souls, as matters of ſach everlaſting Cooſe- 
quence ſhould do ; this is making light of the Goſpel of Sal- 
vation. When we tell men what Chriſt hath dope and ſoffer- 
ed for their Souls, and it ſcarce moveth them: We tell them 
of keen and cutting ' Truths, but nothing will pierce them: 
We can make them hear, but we cannot make them feel : Onr 
words take up in the porch of their Ears and Fancies, but 
will not enter into the inward parts ; as if we ſpake to men 
that had no hearts or feeling; this is a making light of 
Chrift and Salvation, A&s 28. 26, 27. hearing ye ſhall hear; 
anq ſhall not underſtand, ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, and ſhall' not 
p2iceive. For the Heart of this People is waxen groſs, and 
their Ears are dull of hearing, their Eyes are cloſed, &c, 

3-. When Men have no high Eſtimation of Chriſt agd Sal- 
vation, but whatſoever they may ſay with their tongftes, or 
dreamingly and ſpeculatively believe, yet in their ſerious and 
practical thoughts, they have a higher eſtimation of the 
matters of this World, than they have of Chriſt, and the 
Salvation that he hath purchaſed ; this is a making light of 
him. When Men account the Dottrin of Chriſt to be bur 
a matter of words and names, as Gallo, Ar 18. 4. or as 
Feſtus, Aits 25. 19. a ſuperſtitious matter about one Jeſus 
who was dead, and Pax! ſaith is alive. Or ask the Preachers 
of the Goſpel, as the Arberians, Afts 17. 18. What witl this 
babler ſay ? This is contempt of Chriſt. 

4. When Men are informed of the truths of the Goſpel, 
and on what Terms Chriſt and his Benefits may be had, and 
how it is the will of God that they ſhould Believe and Accept 
the offer; and that he commandetb them to do it upon pain 
of damnation ; and yet men wil not conſent, unlefs they 
could have Chriſt on terms of ' their own : They will not 
part with their worldly contents, nor lay down their Pleaſures 
and Profits, and Honour at his Feet, as being content to 
take ſo much of them only as be will give them back, and as 
is 


LY 
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5 conſiſtent with his Will and Intereſt, bur think its a hard 


faying, that' they muſt 'forſake all in Reſolution for' Chriſt ; 
this is a making light of him and their Salvation. When 
men might have part in him and all his Benefits, if they would, 
and they'will not, unleſs they may keep the World too; and 
are reſolved to pleaſe tbeir fleſh, whatever comes of it ; this 
is a "high. contempt of Chriſt and everlaſting life, Mat- 13. 
21, 22. Luke 18, 23. you may find examples of ſuch as I 
here deſcribe. | 

5. When men will promiſe fair, and profeſs their willing- 
neſs to have Chriſt on his terms, and to forſake all for him ; 
but yet do ſtick to the World and their ſinful Courſes ; and 
when it (comes to prattice, will not be removed by all that 
Chriſt hath done and faid: this is making light of Chriſt 
and Salvation, Fer. 42. 5. compared with 43. 2. 


11]. The cauſes of this ſm are the next thing to be enquired 
after. ' It may ſeem a wonder that ever Men that have the uſe 
of their reaſon; ſhould be ſo ſottiſh as to make light of mat- 
ters of ſuch-conſequence. But the cauſe is; , 

1, Some Men underſtand not the very ſenſe of the Words 
of the Goſpel, when they hear it, and how can they be tak- 
en with that which they underſtand not ? Though we ſpeak 
to them in plain Engliſh, and ſtudy to ſpeak it as plainly 
8 we can; yet People have fo eſtranged themſelves from 
God, and the matters of their own happineſs, that they 
know- not what .we ſay, as if we ſpoke in another tanguage, 
and as 'if- they were under that Judgment, 1/a. 28. 11. 
with 'ſtammering Lips, and with another Tongue will he 
ſpeak to his' People. : 

2. Some-that: do underſtand the Words that we ſpeak, 
yet becauſe they are carnal, underſtand'not the matter, for 
the naterdl Man receiveth not tbe things -of the Spixit of 


Gadd; \neither canthe know them, :becanſe they are ſpiritually<_ 


yn 


diſcetned, '1- Cor. 2. 14.: They ate eartbly, and theſe things 
dre heavenly, Fobn 3. 12. The things'of the Spirit are not 
walt known by bare hear-ſay, but by a; ſpiritual, caſt, which 
nene- have but thoſe that are taught, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
1Cor.02/12,. that we may know the things, that are given 
4s of "God. | ; 2 

1.709 B 3, A 


(6) 

3+ A carnal mind apprebendeth not a ſwirbleneſe in theſe 
ſpiritual and heavenly things to his mind, and- therefore. þe 
ſets light by them, and hath no mind of them. When you 
tell him of everlaſting glory, he heareth you as if you were 
perſwading him to go play with the Sun: they-are matters 
of another World, and out of his element; and therefore 
he hath no more delight in them than a Fiſh would have to 
be in the faireſt Meadow, or than a Swine hath in a Jewel, 
or a Dog in a piece of Gold: They may be good to others, 
but he cannot apprehend them as ſuitable to him, becauſe he 
hath a nature that is otherwiſe inclined: he ſavoureth not 
the things of the Spirit, Kom B. 5. 

4- The main cauſe of the lighting of Chriſt and Salys- 
tion, is, a ſecret root of «nbelzef in mens hearts, Whatſo- 
ever they may pretend , they do not ſoundly and throughly 
believe the Word of God : They are taught in general to ſay, 
The Goſpel is true, but they never {aw the Evidence of its 
truth ſo far, as throoghly to perſwade them of it; nor have 
they got their Souls ſetied on the Infallibility of God's Teſti- 
mony, nor conſidered of the Truth of the particular DoCQtrins 
revealed in the Scripture, ſo far as ſoundly to believe them, 
Oh did you all but ſoundly believe the words - of this Goſpel, 
of the evil of ſin, of the need of Chriſt, and whet: he,.bath 
done for you, and what you muſt be and Qo, if .gver you will 
be ſaved by him; and what will become of you for cver, if 
yon do it not; 1 dare fay, it would cure the contempt of 
Chriſt, and you would not make & light of: the matters of 
your Salvation. But men do ' not beteeve, (while: ithey fay 
they do, and would: face us down that 'they do, and. verily 
think that they do themſelves. There is.a' 70 of bithernels, 
and an evil Heart of unbelief, that makes them depert from 
the living God, Heb. 2. 12. and 4. 1, 2,6. Tell any Man jo 
this "Congregation, that he ſhall havea gift of 16609 .,jf 
he will but go to Lovdon'for it ; if he believe you, he will gaz 
bur if he believe not, he will not ; agd if he will! pok_-gp, 
Cn be/ſure he believeth not, ſuppoſing that, he: 45-able, 

know a flight belief may ſtand with a wicked life. Such 
es men have of the Truth of a Pfognoſtication, t may be 
re, and it-may be falſe 3 but a true and ſound helict is not con- 
ſiſtent with ſo great negleR of the things that are helen. 
5s, Chri 
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#4 
$. Chrift and Salvation are made light of by the World, 
becauſe of their deſperate hardneſs of Heart, The Heart 
is hard. naturally, and by cuſtom in ſinning made more bard ; 
eſpecially by long ,avuſe of Mercy, and negle&t of the means 

Gract, and reſiſting the Spirit of God. Hence ir is that 
men are turned ipto ſuch Stones: and till God cure them of 
the ſtone- of the Heart, no wonder if they feel! not what 
they know, or regard not what we ſay, but make light of 
all; 'Tis hard preaching a ſtone into tears, or making a 
rock to.tremble. You may ſtand over a dead body long e- 
nough, ;and {ay to it, Oh thew Carcaſe, when thou haft lain rat- 
ing and mouldring to duFt, till the Reſurreftion, God will then 
call thee to account for thy ſin, and caſt thee into everlaſting fire, 


" before you can make it feel what you ſay, or fear the mi- 


ſery that _is never ſq truly threatned 3 when Mens Hearts 
are like the High-way that is-trodden to hardneſs by long 
cuſtam in ſigning, or. like the clay that is bardned to a 
ſtone, by the beat of thoſe Mercies which ſhould have melted 
then into 'Repentance., when they have Conſciences ſeared 
with a.bot Iron, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Tim. 4. 2. no 
wonder. then if they ; be paſt feeling, and working all un- 
deanneſs. with greedipeſs, do make light of Chriſt. and E- 
verlaſting Glory, Oh 'that this were not the cafe of too 
many of our Hearers! Had we but ling Souls to ſpeak to,they 
would hear and feel, and not make light of what we ſay. 1 
know they. are naturally alive, -but, they are ſpiritually dead, 
as Scripture witneſſeth, Eph. 2. 3. Oh if there were but one 

k of the-life of Grace in them, the Dod@rin of Salva» 
tion. by Jeſus Chriſt ,+ would appear to them to be the 
weightieſt buſineſs inthe World, Oh how confident ſhould 
| be, methinks, to prevail with men, and to take them off 
this World, and brig them to mind the matters of another 
Warld, it Ft ſpake but -to Men that had-Life, and . Senſe; 
and Reaſon! But when we ſpeak to Blocks and dead Men, 
how ſhould we be regarded ? Oh how ſad a caſe are theſe 


Souls in, that are fallen under this fearful judgment of ſpi- 
ritual madneſs and deadneſs! To have a blind Mind, and a 
hard Heart, to be ſottiſh ard ſenſeleſs, Mar. 4. 12. Fobn 12+ 
40. leſt they ſhould be converted, and their fin ſhould be 
orgiven them. 


B 2 6. Chriſt 


(3) 

6. Chriſt and Salvation" are mate light-of / by the World; 
becauſe they are wholly enſlaved to their ſenſe, and taken 
with lower things; the matters of another World are our 
of ſight, and ſo far from their ſenſes, that they cannot yes 
gard them; but preſent things are 'nearer'them, (in the 
eyes, ard in their hands : There muſt be a living faith to 
prevail over ſenſe, before Men can be ſo taken with things 
that are not ſeen, though they have the Word of God'for 
their ſecurity , - as to negleCt and let | go'{thitips that ars 
ſtill before their eyes. Senſe works with great" advantage; 
and therefore doth- much- in reſiſting Faith where itis: oo 
wonder then if it carry all before it, where there's no'tthe 
and lively faith to reſiſt, and to lead the 'Soul X& hip her 
things: this cauſe of making light of Chriſt and 'Salvativn, 
is expreſſed here/in my Text : One went to bis Fat mi; and ahother 
20 his 'Merohandize Men have Houſes and 'Lafids' ts look af- 
ter; they have Wife and Children to!'mind; they have'their 
Body and outward Eſtate to regard,' therefore they forget 
that they bave a God, a Redeemer, a" S6ul to mind; Theſe 
matters of the World'are ſtill with them. They Yee' thefe; 
but they ſe 20s God, nor Chtilt, 'nor- theiy Soufs, nor ever 
laſting Glory.” [Thelſe-things are near K&hihd, '#hd rherefore 
work-natarally, ' and ſo more forcibly ; but'The ther are 
thovght on as a great way-off, and therefore too-Giſtant to 
work on their affections, or to-be at the” preſent {9 'much 
regarded: by them. Their Body hath fe" #4 ſenſe, "ant 
therefore if they: want meats; Gr drink, or | cloaths; will fee 
their-wart;i and tell chermof ity; and (give them” nq relf ri 
their wents'be ſupplied ; 7and therefore: they <afinot 'mike 
lightſof their bodily neceſſities ;bur'their Souls in- ſpiritva? 
reſpets'are dead, and: therefore feel ot their-wapts | but 


willdet them lone” in their gtoareſt neceſſities 3 - Hd be i 
quiet-when they are ſtarved and: lanigfiiſhidg "to I 


" 
_- 


as if. ah were well, -and nothing ailed\them. -zAnd" por 
poor people are wholly taken up in providing for the" dy, 
as "if they had nothing elſe 1t0"'mirnd.They Fave! their 
Trades, and Callings to follow , and'ſo* mith' + do from 
morning to night, that they can find 'n&+ tiaſ&for matters: 
of Salvation : Chriſt would teach them,” bit ey” have no- 
leiſure to hear him : The Bible is before them, but they can- 

nor 


_ 
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(9) 
g96t Rave) while to read itt AMigiſter'is tr the Tomy with 
them; bar-they- cannot have while To go to enquire of - him! 
what they” ſhall do to be ſaved : And | when they do 'hear, 
cheit Hoarts'(are- ſo full: of -the World? and carried away 
with rteſe' lower matters, 'that:they cannot! mitid the things 
which they- bear-- They -are'fo:full of 'the thoofhte hd He- 
hres, and cares of this Work, that thete*1s' py Feb to/ 
pour into them the water of Life? Phe*tafes of the'Whrid: 
d6' choak the - Word) and tmake*-it btcome anfruitful;” Xar. 
14/22." Men cannot ſerve two Maſters, !God end Mammon,; 
bur/ they, will leanzothedite,! and Jefpiſe the 'othir,- Mar: 6." 
14/'He that loveth the-World, the love cf tie Father is not 
in him,/ 1 Fobn'2. 159 16: \Men' cannot chuſe but ſet light by 
Chriſt and Salvation, while they ſet © much by 'any thing: 
on'Rarth ;-It is that which id highly *Reemdt among: Men, is 
abominable in:the! fighr df:G0d; Lake 16\1y. Oh this'ts the 
rain” of many thouſand $69 cI& would #ticye the Heare 
of any honeſt Chriſtian, 'to'ſe6 how eaptrly eifiv'vain Wot id 
is followed everywhere, ;and tow litfle Meir'ſer by Chriſt, 
$8d the- World -to -come'? - to compare the! care that Men 
have for the World,' wich the +hrg-6f their Spuly';/ and the 
tine that chey lay out! on «the 'World;/avith? tht, tine They: 
ky: out” for 'their Salvation i- To-ſe How fhe *World fils- 
their -Flouths, their Hands, their Houſes, their Heatts, ; md 
Chriſt - hath little more than 'a-bare'Title'?' To come*into 
thely*compeny; 'and' hear: no\difcourſe +but © of - the: World'; 
toeome into their-hbuſes///anl- heur and fee nothibg bur for" 
the World,' v3 if this *Worl# !Woutd-laft foreverp>or 'woyld' 
pirhsſe/therhunidther; -Whdn Vask"ſomerjthEth® Miniſters: 
of the Goſpel tow their labobrs ſucceed; 'they tel) ime; People 
continue! ſtill the ſame; \and \yrve wp themſelves wholly" fo the World," 
Je that they mind: riot what © MoniJters | ſuy Yo themy nor will give 
any full entertainment 10 the Word, and WU btoduſe' of ' the delnd- 
ing Werld:" And; oh that:too! mably Miniſters themſelves did 
not- make light of that Chriſt=whom |ttiey—preaxcby being © 
drawn awayiwith''the love of this'Werld !' In a word,” Men 
of. a worldly-Diſptſftion do' jadge 'of "things accordiig to 
workdly 40vargages;, - thetefore: ©briſt is lighted; 7a, 53. 3. 
Mis db fpfoll undirdjdl ec d of 'mtry they hide: thery Fiice's From bum, 
abd ifirew lar bb, 346 \[eoing Ad beauty 0} cameline[t or inmy* that 
they ſbould deſire him. 7.Chriſt.. 


; (19Y 
: 7+, Chriſt and, Salvatian are made light: of; becauſe men ds 
not. ſoberly conſider of, the truth and weight of theſe, nec 
things ; They ſuffer not their minds to long te! dwel; pay 
them, till, they: procure a due eſteem, and, deeply; ale yheie 
Heart; did they believe them,1and not Fonfider of them, haw 
ſhould they work ? Ob when/men have reaſov. given, ther to 
think and conſider of the things that malt concern thew, and 
yet, they will nat uſe it, this cauſeth their contempt. | 
8, Chriſt and Salvation; are made; light. of , - becauſe; Man 
Were. never ſenſible. of their ſon end miſery, and extrean neeſſcy 
of Chriſt and kis Salvation; their eyes;were:.never; opened to 
ſee themſebver, as they are; nor their Heatts, ſoundly huatbled 
in the ſenſe of their condition: 1f this were done, they would 
ſoon be brought to value a Saviour; A truly broken Keart 
can no more, make, light of Chriſt, ayd Salvation, than @ hug- 
gry, Man; of bis food, ora ſick man of the means that would 
give bimeals;. hut gill then, our; Words cannot have acceſs 
to their Hearts; bile $n-and miſery is made light of, Chriſh 
and Salvatiog,  magdeJight of ; buLwhen- theſe-are pers 
ceived an intolerable burden , .then nothing will ſerve the 
turs but Chit. , Til gyeg- be .truly humbled, they can yen- 
ture Chciſh and; Salyacign for 2 laſt, for: 2 little worldly gains 
even for. lefs 4han..rathing,z but whep God ; hath illuminated 
them, aud rene theic Hearts, then they. would give a 
World far 2, ©hriſt ; then they mt heave Chrifi, or they che; 
all things then, are lo/s .and dung te, then, 1n regard of the exeul» 
lent. knowledge of Chrift, Phil. 3. 8. W hen they are once pricked 
in: thejr hearts for fa and aiſery, then they cry out, ev 
ard Brethren, what (bell we dof? Atts,2. 37. When they are a- 
wakened by Gods Judgments, as the poor Jaylor, ' Ai: 16. 29. 
then they cry out, Sirs, what ſhall 1 do to be ſaved? This is 
the reaſon why,God will: bring men ſo low by hbumiliationy 
before he bring them to ſalvation. þ.. | 
9. Men take occaſion go make: light of Chriſt, by the com- 
monneſs of the Goſpel z becauſe they do hear of it every 
day, the fre is an occaſion to- dull their affections ;.. [ 
ſay an occaſion , for it is na juſt cauſe. Were it a,rary, it 
might take more with them ; but now, if they bear a Mini» 
ſter preach nothing but theſe ſaving Truths, they-Tay, Ws 


beve theſe every day; They make not light of their. bread. 
or 
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"of VUridk; their health or life, becauſe they: poſſeſs them! every 
way z' they make not-light of "the Sun, becauſe it ſhinerh. every 
day; at leaſt they ſhould not, for the merey is the greater ; bur 
C and Salvation are made light of, -becauſe they hear of 
them often z (Thi (ir, ſay they, iz good plain” dry Sermon: Prarls 
are trod in the dift whtre they atocamman; They loath this dry 
Manna, Prev. 27.7. The foll Sout loaths the bony-tcomb ; bur 
& the hungry every bitrer thing is ſweer. > 

10. Chriſt and' Salvation are mace light of becauſe of this 
disjunQive Preſamproon, either thar he is fare enough theirs al- 
reaay, and God that isſo .mercify}, and Chriſt ther hath ſuffer- 
ed ſo much for them, is ſurely reſolved to ſave them,' or eiſe 
it may eaſtly be obtained at any time, if it be not yet ſo. A 
eonceited facility to have a part in Ohriſt- and. $ vetion &t 
any time, doth occalion men-to make light of rhem;/ Ir is rae, 
that Grace 'is free, and the Offey'is vniverſut; weeording tothe 
extent of the 'preactiing of the" Gdſpet3, and ir is-rrue- that 
met may have Chriſt thay mull j that is, when they are 
willing to have him on his terms; but"heehatihech promiſed 
thee Chriſt, (if! thon be willing ,- hath nov promiſed rohke 
thee willing : -and if thou art not lwilling now how-canſt'rhou 
think thou ſhalrbe willing heredfcer'?/ If thos cant makethine 
om Heart willing, why Ritgot done naw? 'Cinypn do it bet 
zer when fir hath more hdrdded: it}: > GoOrmy' have given 
thee.over to thy ſelf Oh ſinners! | you” mIghtrdg mucty tho' 
xe not able of! your ſelves to -c6me in; 1f you would! now 
jet your: ſelves to the! working of ths! Spittty! ard fee! (in 
white: the feats contin; [bur Jid you now what'h 
hard and impoſble "thing? iC'45! to 'be ſo mith'ws willing a6 
bord Chriſt! and'Grarey Whert the FIgart 451givew ayer: to/lit 
Rf andthe; Spitie” hath; withdrawn itd former iooitationss, 
you would not be fo confident of your own ſtrength to. believe 
and repent: nor would you make light of Chriſt upon ſuch 
fooliſh copfidynce)3 1 If indeed t be (0: aafie'e moteh a5 3 ou'ſna- 
gitiEfor'n fanor tv belitvtiand any time;{lhdw comes 
tb pats that $r: is:done'by Þ few; buriteRt-of the World do 
periſh'in their impenitency, when they haves) the helps and 
means thatwo can offbrd them? It is true,” the-thing is very 
maſothble wieaſic in'it feces)! a pure nature 3 buowhile Man 


wblmd and'tlbad,:theſb | fievinia) fort impoſſible 19 /him, 
"ninthiaor tever f&r eaſe td bthere. '-1t is rherediett ron are” 
ary e 
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eſt life id| the” Workld-to a gracious ſoul 'to-hye-in the” love-of 
God,'and..the delightful thovghts of the life to 'COMe, ' whete 
all their -hope 'afid/happinels lieth : But to 2 worldly -carnal 
Heart it is av ealte:to remove a Mountaie, as to bring:them to 
this. However,>theſe Men -are their :own candemners ;- for 
if they think it iſo eaſie a matter ''ta repent and believe; and 
ſo. have. -Chriſt and right to: Salvation, then have they 6 
excuſe for neglecting - this which they-thought ſo eaſie.' 0 
awretched imperiitent Son] ' what mein you to fey, when God 
ſhall ask. you, -Wiy 4d you nee (Repent ang dove your Redeemer 4 
bove the World 'whet yourthing bt ut. ſe'\eaſic thut you could de 5t 
at anytime P!1 41 0 bot fn T 21 (n91tg 6: 42 


IV. Ve: x.' Weicome now to the Application - and hence 
you may! be:informed/'of the-blindneſs and: folly of all carnal 
men: bow roournpiible are their Jadgements that think Chrift 
and Salvation! cqzremptiplt ?. and how little reafon there is why 
any ſhould þe-mpved-by them, -or diſceuraged by any of their 
ſcorns or ;oontratictions | = ve! 

-- How ſtall ;we-ſgoner (frnow 4. man to be\a: fool,'\than if he 
know \no difiexepre between Dung and Gold ! 1s: there ſuch a 
thing 38 4tefs go he; World, if! that Man be not mad,'that 
fets light by CaOftaud þig-own $alv@inn, while he daily toyls 
for; the dupg ofthe) corthi ?1A&yot; what, pity:'is it to 
that a! company 'of--poor- ignorant Souls wilt -be aſhamed of 
godlineſs,.it fuck Meg as theſe do. but deride them !. Or will 
think ltardly of x” holy "life, if; ſuch93 theſe:40 fprak again 
it-! Heareryy if yopi ſee apy ſor: light) by -Chitiſt ang falvativo, 
do you ſec by btiby het Man's Wiry apd by higW/onde,! and hear 
the repreackesiqt:4 holy life, aq you would hear the niords df 
a-mad:Man; not: with regerd, bot. with aiCompaſien cof bis 
miſery. 1 151” 0 26 169 rings wy 
| ne! Tur 37-41 ; bing G1 2: Y139q994- Das 

' Vſe: 24: What: wondes if: we and- gtur: preaching) deodelſpited, 
andthe beaſt Miniſters complain of :1Y- forces; when the :hiim- 
ſry of the ApaſtRerthenſſelves did ſuceeed-i no better 7 What 
wonder if - for'\all, chat we catyday or do, 0vrihearers' i dhull 
ſer light by' Chriſt, and their own Salvation ;--vwhen. the::Apo- 
{t16s Heavers did the ſame?;; FheyKber did fecantitheir Dottom 
by Miracks df. zvy- Men govid have: haken.andttorn: inpieces 
the Hearts 0f:Sinnery; they -heve. dong i4-"1f any! could 
&4\ 
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have iid them at their feet;/-and made them all:cry out-us Tore, 
What ſhall we do, Uit- would have been they. You may ſee then: 
that it is not meerly for want- of: good Preachers: that;;mrea 
niake light of Chriſt and--Salyarion: the firſt News of dbch a 
ching 8s the Pardon of Sls, andxfie Hoperof Glory} and 
Danget 'of (everlaſting Miſery, would iturn the hearry'of' men: 
within then, if they were as traQable in ſpiritual matters as 
in temporal : Burt alas, it is far otherwiſe. / It mufnot free, 
ary ſtrange thing, nor-muſt it too much diſcourage the Preath- 
ers of the Goſpel, if when they have ſaid all chati :they:dan-de+i 
viſe to ſay to will the hearty 'of men to.Chriſt,: the, maſt do Kit 
light bim, and while they bow the Knee to him, and honour 
him with their Lips, 'do yet ſer ſo light by him-in theie. hearts, 
4s to prefer every fleſhly pleaſure or commodity befare-bim- 
I will be thus with: many : let us be glad -thatiit is nag thus 
with All. Yiow « | With Sit, 
: | F 34 06: Þ':25 D641 } 4 
Uſe 3. But for cloſer application. Seeing-this-is thegreat, 
condemning Sin, before-we enquire after: it tato. the lirares of 
our hearers\" it beſcems 'us to begin at hoine, and ſee that; we 
who are Preachers'of the Goſpel, be notgaiity of it our ſelves; 
The Lord forbid that they that bave> veſdertaken:tbe facred 
Office -of revealing the *Excellenciey of: Chriſt to the World; 
ſhoold make light of him themſelves; and. flight that Salyatiog 
which they do daily preach.” The Lord knows we are «ll; of us 
fo low in our Eſtimation vf Chriſt; and do' this great Work fo 
negligently, that we tr9ve cauſe to be.aſhamed . of our beſt - Ser- 
mons ; but ſhould this Sig prevail-:in us; we were the moſt mi- 
ſerable of 'all men. Brethren, 1 love not cenſoriouſneſs; yet 
dare not befriend ſo vile a Sin in my ſelf or. others under pre- 
tence of avoiding it ; eſpecially when there is ſo great neceſſity 
that it ſhould be healed firſt in them that make'it- their work 
to heal it in others. O that there were- no cariſe to complain 
that Chriſt ahd Salyationdre made light of 'by the Preachers of 
it. But, 1. Do not the negligent ſtudies of ſome ſpeak it out ? 
2. Doth not their dead and drouſic Preaching declare it ? do not 
they make light of the DoCtrin they preach, that do it as if 
they were half aſleep, and feel not what they fpeak themſelves ? 
3. Doth not the careleſneſs of ſome mens private endeavours 
diſcover it ? what do they for Souls ? how {lightly do they re- 
rove Sin ? how little do they when they are out of the Pulpit 
the ſaving of mens Souls ? C 4. Doth 


" 


(14) 
,24+ Doth oot chi continued: negle- of thoſe things: wherein 
the.lntereſt of Chriſt conſiſteth, diſcover it ?.;1, The Churches 
Purity and Reformation. '2;; Its Uoity. Faje | 
. Doth-not-the,covetous:a6d worldly lives of, t9o many dil: 
it, lofiog advantages for! mens ſouls, for. a little gain to 
themſelves 2 And moſt of this:4s becauſt men are Prexchert be-. 
fore they are Chriſtians, and tell men of that which they never 
tele themſelves. Of all men on earth, there are few that are ig 
ſo' bad 4 condition as ſuch Miniſters {| andhifrindeed they do: be- 
heve that Scriprure which they preachs antthinks- it, ſhould be 
avon eg in their ſtudying and preaching it. 
fe ! 4) Beloved | hearers ;, the Office that God hath called us 
toyi1s, 'by declaring the glory of his grace, to help under 
Clirl-eo the ſaving.of mens Souls, . 1 hope you think not that. 
1 come hither to day on any other errand. The Lord 
knows I had not ſet a foot ont of doors but in hope to ſuc- 
cred j8/this-Work for your Souls. I baye conſidered and of- 
rvenwontitered, what is the mater that ſo many Thouſands ſhould 
periſti when God hath done ;& much for their Salyation ; and, 
nd thisvhat - is metivioned in my Tort is!yhe;capfe. ..- Itis one of 
the >wonderLof the" Warld, that when God kath fo loved the 
WorlW as bo fend his Song and (Ghriſt bath made a ſatis/aion 
by his death ſufficient for themall, and offeseth the benefits of 
it ſo freely tothem; even withont mony or price, that yet the 
moſt of 'the- World ſhovid periſtt; yea-tbe;moſt of theſe that 
are thus walled by-txin/ Word } Why here -is the reaſon, when 
Chriſt 'harky done 3it this; men make :Hight-of it; God bath 
ſhewed thathe is notuawilling ; and' Chriſt hath ſhewed that be 
is not- unwilling that, men'fhould be reſtored to God's favour 
and be ſaved y but men are actually unwilling themſelves. God 
rakes not plex/bre-in the death of finters, but rather thatithey re- 
Turn and 11veExckc33.1 1. But.tnen take ſuch pleaſure; in fingthab 
they will dys befbre they will return. The Lord Jetus was content 
to be their Phyſician, and bath provided them a ſufficient plat- 
ſter of his own blood : but if men make light of it, and will 
not apply it, what wonder if they periſh after all ? This Scrip- 
ture giveth us the reaſon of their perdition. This ſad experi- 
ence'tells ny the moſt of the World is guilty of. It is a moſt 
lamentable thing to ſee how moſt men do ſpend their care, their 
time, their pains for known vanities ; while God and Glory Un 
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ſhould ſex mankind in ſuch a race whers begyea.gr he] zh 
their certain endy, and that- they ſhould. ſyg.downs abd lo 
or.run oftec ghe ghildiſh, Toys of, the, Wapld, yu ſo much bar 


get the Prize chat; they ſhould rya:for.. Were it by poſGble for 
one of usto-ſee the whole of this, bulgeG, as the all: Reina Ged 
doth ; to ſee at one view both heaven and hell which Fi are ſo 
near, ad; ſee what .moſt wen inthe, World, are. Firs ing, and 
what they ape:doingeyery day it wayild be theSaid 
could be imagined. Oh how ſhould we marvail at their ir ag: 
neſs, and: lament their {elf-deluſion !.Qb-poor diſlcgfted Wor! 
what is it, that you run afzer? and what is it $hat, you negle& ? 
If God had never told. __ what "they. whre.: Foo into the 
orld 19.46, or whether qhey. were 89ing, or what, was befgre 
them'in another World, then they had been excuſable ; :-but he 
hath cold. chem oyer-and-DWRry till they were mengprgfc. ; Had 
he lefc it doubttu}y theze had been ſpme Ex/15 3. z. 
ſealed wogd,: ih y profeſs $9 deligns 7 lob Bard ek 
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(16) 
they are alive. May 1 hope'that you that hear'me today, ate 
but willing toknow the Truth-of your caſe, and then'] ſhall be 
encouraged to proceed toan enquiry. God will jadge im 

 ally5 why ſhoold net we do'fo ? ? Let me therefore by cheſs fol. fol- 
lowing Quefti6ns try-whether none of you are flighters of Chrift 
agd your own Salvation: *- And 'foHow' the, I beſcech you, 'by 
potting them cloſe to your own hearts, and Faithfully- anſer 
ing them, 

; Thipgs that men highly value will be remembred,- -they wil 

6 waiter t5etr fi ceſt ing ſweeteſt thoughts : ehith is 4 known 
"eaſe. 

Do not thoſe then make light of Chriſt and Salvation, thet 
think-of them fo ſeldom and coldly- in compariſon of other 
thing? ts thy own heart man, and obferve: what it daily 

: rr yr after x and they jadge CO" gieke not tight of 
*Chr 
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courſe: Th - hear ſome merry Jeſts; "or idle Tas, 
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(17) 
'any part\in theſe' or not, and yet never ſeek out for the right 
reſojotion'of their doubts ? Are all that hear me this day certain 
they ſhall be ſaved ? Oh that they were ! Oh had you not made 
wht of Szlvation, you-could not ſo eaſily bear ſuch doubtings 
it-; you could got reſt till you had made it ſure, or done 
your beſt to make It- ſure. Have you no body to enquire of 
that might Help you in ſuch a Work ? Why you have Miniſters 
that are purpoſely appointed to that Office. Have you gone 
to them and told them the doubtfulneſs of yonr caſe, and ask- 
ed their help in the judging of your condition ? Alas Miniſters 
may fit in their Stadies from one year to another, before ten 
Perfons'among -one Thouſand, will come to them on ſuch an er- 
rand ! Do not theſe make light of Chriſt and Salvation? when 
the "Goſpel pterceth the heart indeed, they cry out, en and 
Brethren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved ! Ads 16. 30. and 9g. 6. 
trembling and - aſtoniſhed, Pax! cries out, Lord, what wilt thou 
bevt-kiero do? And fo did the convinced Jewsto Peter, Afts 2.37. 
But when hear we ſuch Queſtions ? 
' 4+ The things that we value do deeply affe# us, and forme 
motions will be in the heart according to our Eſtimation of them. 
Oh Sirs, If en made not light of theſe things, what workings 
_ there be in the hearts of all oor- hearers ? What ſtrange 
affections would it raiſe in them to hear of the matre:5 of the 
World cocome! How would their hearts melt before the Power 
of the Goſpel ? what ſorrow would be wrought in the diſcove- 
xy of their ſim ?. what aſtoniſhment at the conſideration of their 
ery? -what abls Joy at the glad Tidings of Salvation 
the Mood of "Chriſt ? what - reſolution would be raiſed in 
p61) the diſcovery of their duty ? Oh what hearers ſhould 
we have if it were-not for this fin! whereas now, we are like 
to) weary themy or preach them aſleep with matters of unſpeak- 
c6ment; -*We talk ro'themiof Chriſt and Salvarion till we 
Sake their heady bke ; 'Little, 'wayld one think by their careleſs 
carriage, that they heard and regarded what we ſaid, or thought 
we ſpoke at all tothew. X 
5- Our eſtimation of thihgs will be ſeen in the diligence of 
our endeFvoar$9”iT hat which wethighlieſt value, we ſhall ehink 
yo pain#'$60 great to 6bthin! \'Do not'thoſe men then make light 
of Chriſtand Salvativn;- that” think all tos much that theydo 
for'them, that nvemur at his Service, and think it too grie- 


yous for them to endure? that ask of his Service as FJrdes 6 
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the Oyntment ; What need this waſt ? cannot men be: ſaved w; 
out ſo _—_ ado ? this is more ado than needs, Far the kong 'vs 
will labour all the day, and all their lives ; but for Chgiſt and 
Salvation they are afraid of doing too much. Let us preach 
to them as long as we will, we cannot bring them, ta relifti gr 
reſolve upon a life of holineſs. Follow: them to, their . hauſes, 
and you ſball not hear them read a Chapter, nor .call uponGey 
with their Families once aday z Nor will they allow bjm that 
one day in ſeven which he hath ſeparated to his ſervice., But 
pleaſure, or worldly buſineſs, or idlenefs myſt have;2 part. Agd 
many of thew are ſo far bardened, gs to reprogeh them $hat 
will not be as mad as themſelves. And is nat Chriſe-#agth-the 
ſeeking ? 1s not everlaſting Salvation worth more than all thus 
Doth not that Soul make kght of all theſe, that thinks bis eaſe 
moxe worth chan, they ? Let but common ſenſe judge. ..,.....x 
'6.. That which ,we. moſt bighly value, we think we Fangot 
buy roo dear : Chriſt and Selvation ere 'freely given, and yet-tbe 
moſt of men go without them, becauſe they cannot enjgy the 
world and them together. They are called but to part with 
that which would hinder them from Chriſt, .and they will 
doit. They are called but to give/God his own, and top - 
all to his- Will, and let- go; the Profits and Pleaſures of, 
World, when they muſt kt go either Chriſt or them, and 
will not. They thiok this too dear @ bargain, and {ay,they cop 
not ſpare theſe things : They muſt bold their, credit with ren; 
they muſt look to their Eſtates : how ſhall they live elſe /*: we 
mult have -their pleaſure, whatſoever became of Cirilt;o 
Salvation: As if they could live without Ghyiit; better! 
without theſe ? as if they were afraid of being laſers by Clcy 
or could make a ſaving match by loſing their-Sowls £0; gaia; the 
World. Chriſt hath told us over and over, .thgt-if ' we-will not 
forſake all for him, we-cannot- be þis; Diſciples, Maje:h®: Bay 
are theſe, mea from forſaking all, and you will needs thivh 
they are his Diſciples {ndeed- | {3:17 oft i136) 
7- That which men highly eſteem, they would help thai 
friends to as well as themſelves, Do not. thoſe. men. make light 
of. Chriſt 3nd Salvatipn, that,can take: ſa much: cave 46 Jeave 
their Children Portinas in the World; and dee litfle-to help 
them to -Heayen ? That provide outward-neceflaries focarctully 
for their Families, but do ſa lictle to the ſaving of their Souls? 
T heir negleted Children and Friends will witneſs, that _ 
r 
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Chriſt or their Childrens Souls, or both, were made light 


of. 

8, That which men highly eſteem, they will ſo diligently ſeek 
aftery that you may fee it in the ſacceſs, if it be a matter within 
their reach. You may ſee how many make light of Chriſt, by 
the little knowledge they have of him, and the little commu- 
nion with him, and communication from him ; and the little, 

none of his ſpecial graces in them. Alas! how many 
Miniſters can ſpeak it to. the ſorrow of their Hearts, that 
many of their People know almoſt nothing of Chriſt, though 
they bear of him dayly ! nor know they what they muſt do to 
be ſaved ; if we ask them an account of theſe things, they an- 
ſwer, as if they underſtood not what we ſay to them, and tell 
us they are no Scholars, and therefore think they are excuſa- 
ble for their ignorance. Oh if theſe mep had not made light 
of Gbrift and their Salvation,bnt had beſtowed but balf ſo much 
ins ,to know and enjoy him; as they have done to under- 
ſtand the matters of their Trades and Callings in the World, 

y. would not have been ſo ignorant as they are: They make 
tof- theſe things, and therefore will not be at the pains 
to ſtudy or learn them. When Men that can learn the hard- 
eſt Trade ip a few years, have not learned a Catechiſm, nor 
how to underſtand their Creed, under twenty or thirty years 
preaching , nor cannot abide to be queſtioned about ſuch 
things; doth not this ſhew that they have (lighted them intheir 
Hearts ? How will theſc defpiſers of Chriſt and Salvation be 
able one day: to look him: in the face, and to give an ac- 
coun of theſe neglects ?- 


. Thus much I have ſpoken in order to your Convittion. Do 
not ſome of your coniſciences by this time ſmite you, and ſay, 
I amihs\/an that bave made hegbt of my Salvation ? If they do 
not,-it is becauſe you make light of it {kill, for all that is ſaid 


to you. But becauſe, if it be the will of the Lord, I would faia 


haye this damning, Diſtemper cured, and am loth to leave you 
io-juch a deſperate condition, if 1 knew how to remedy it; I 
will give you ſome Conſiderations, which may move you, if 
you be men of reaſon- 8nd underſtanding, tv look better about 
you ; and I beſeech you weigh them, aud make uſe of them as 

£0, and lay apen your Hearts to the work of Grace, and ſad- 
y bethink you what a caſe you are in, if you prove ſuch as make 


light of Chriſt. Con- 
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Conſider, 1. Thou makeſt light of him that made not light 
of thee who didſt deſerve it. Thou waſt worthy of nothin 
but contempt. As a Man, what art thou but a worm to God ? 
As a Sinner, thou art far viler than a Toad * yet Chris ya 
fo far from making light of thee and thy happineſs, that he 
came down into the fleſh, and lived a life of ſuffering, and 
offered himſelf a ſacrifice to the Juſtice which thou had pro- 
voked, that thy miſerable Soul might have a remedy. jt js 
no leſs than Miracles of love and mercy that he hath ſhewed to 
us ; and yet ſhall we flight them after all ? | | 
Angels admire them, whom they leſs concern, - 1 Pee; 1, j 
and ſhall redeemed Sinners make light of them ? What barba. 
rous, yea deviliſh, yea worſe then deviliſh Ingratitude is this? 
the Devils never had a Saviour offered them, = thou haſt, and 
doſt thou yet make light of him? . | 


2. Conſider the work of Man's Salyation by Jeſus Chrift, is 


the Maſter-piece of all the works of God, wherein he would 
have his love and mercy to be magnified. As the Creation 
declareth his Goodneſs and Power, ſo doth Redemption hi 
Goodneſs and Mercy ; he hath contrived the very frame of 
Worſhip ſo, that it ſhall much conſiſt in the magnifying of this 
work ; and after all this, will yon make light of it ? His Name 
is wonderful, 1ſa, 9. 6. He did the work that none could do, 
Fohn 15. 24+ Greater love could none ſhew than his, Job 15. 
13. How great was the evil and miſery that he delivered vs 
from? the good procured for us ? all are wonders, from his 
Birth to his Aſcenſion ; from our new Birth | to our- Glorifica- 
tion, all are wonders of matchleſs Mercy... And yet do you 
make light of them ! 

3. You make light of matters of greateſt excellency and mo- 
ment in the World: you know not what it is that you flight ; 
had you well known, you conld not have done it. - As Chriſt 
faid to the Woman of' Samaris; Fobn 4. 10. hadſt thou known 
who it is that ſpeaketh to thee, thou wouldſt have asked of 
him the waters of Life. Had they known, they wonld not 
have crucified the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor.2.8. So, had you known 
what Chriſt is, you would not have made light {of him ; had 
you been one day in Heaven, and bat ſeen what they poſſeſs, 
and feen alſo what miſerable Souls muſt endure that are 
ſhut out, you would never ſure hbfye made ſo light of Chriſt 


again. 
Y Oh 


C2!) 
Oh Sirs, it is no.trifle, or jeſtiog matter that the Goſpel: 
ſpeaks of. 1 muſt needs profeſs to you, that when I have 
-che hoſt ſerious thoughts of theſe: things my ſelf, 1 am ready 
o marvel that ſuch amazing matrers do not overwhelm the 
ſouls of Men; that'the greatneſs of the Subje& doth not” fo 
overmatch our underſtandings and affeftions;' as even 'to drive 
men beſides themſelves, but that God hath always ſomewhat 
allayed it by the diſtance ; much more that Men ſhould be fo 
blockiſh as to make light of them, Oh Lord, that Men did 
but know what everlaſting Glory, and everlaſting Torments 
are. Would they then hear us as they do? Would they read 
and think of theſe things as they do? 1 profeſs I have been 
ready to wonder, when [I have heard ſuch weighty things de- 
livered, how People can forbear crying out in the Congre- 
gation z much more, how they can reſt til] they have gone 
to their Miniſters, and learned what they ſhould do to be ſav» 
ed, that'this great buſineſs might be put out' of doubr. Oh 
that Heaven and Hell ſhould work no more upon Men !_ Oh 
that Everlaſtingneſs ſhould work no more! Oh how can you 
forbear when you are alone, to think wich your ſelves what 
it is to be everlaſtingly in Joy or in Torment! | wonder that 
fich thoughts do not” þreak your ſleep ;' and that they come 
not in your' miad when you are about your labour! 1 wonder 
bow you can almoſt do any thing elſe: how you” can” have 
any quietneſs in your minds : how you can eat, or drink, or 
rfl, till you have got ſoine gronnd of everlaſting Confolati- 
ons! Is that a Manor a Corps that is not affected with matters 
of this moment? That can be readier ro ſleep than: to tremble, 
when he heareth how he muſt ſtand at the Bar of God? ls 
that a an, or a Clod of Clay, that can riſe and lie down 
without being deeply affefted with his everlaſting Eſtate ? 
that can follow his worldly Buſineſs, and make nothing of 'the 
great buſineſs of Salvation or Damnatior\ and that when they 
know it is hard at: hand ? "Truly Sirs, when I thirk of the 
weight of the- matter, I wonder at the very beſt of God's 
Saints upon Earth, that they are no better, and do no mare 
in fo weighty a caſe. I wonder #t thoſe whom the World 
accounteth- more holy than needs, and ſcorns for making too 
much ado ; that they can put off Chriſt Ynd their Souls with ſo 
little: that they pour not out their _. in every FERLIN 
thar 
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that they.are not more taken up with God,; that their thoughts 
be not; more ſerious in preparation for their account. 1 won. 
der that they be not an hundred times more ſtrict in their 
lives; and more laboriqus and unwearied in ſtriving for the 
Crown, than they, are-;, And for my ſelf, .as I am aſhamed of 
my dull and caxeleſs Heart, and of my flow and unprofitable 
courſe of Life; ſo, the Lord knows, 1 am aſhamed of every 
Sermon that I preach, when I think what 1 haye been ſpeaking 
of, and who ſent me; and that Men's Salvation or Damnation 
is ſo much concerned in it. I am ready to tremble, leſt God 
ſhould judge me, 2s a lighter of his 'Truth, and the ſouls of 
Men, and leſt in the þeſt Sermon I ſhould be guilty of their 
blood. Me-thipks we ſhould not ſpeak a word to men in 
matters of ſuch Conſequence, without Tears, or the greateſt 
earneſtneſs that poſſibly we can; were not we too much guilty 
of the ſin which we reprove, it would be ſo. Whether, we 
are alone, pr in company, me-thinks our end, and ſuch an 
end, ſhould ſtill be in our mind, and as before our eyes; and 
we ſhould ſooner forget any thing, aud fet light by apy thing, 
or by all things, than by this. 536 2 | 

Conſider 4. 'Who is it that ſends this weighty Meſſage to 
you? ls it not-God himſelf 2 Shall the; God of Heaven ſpeak 
and -Men make light of it ? You would. not, ſlight the Voice of 
an Angel or a Prigce. : | Yan 

5, Whoſe $3lvation-is it that you, make light;of ? ls it not 
your. own? Are you no more near 'or dear to your ſelves, 
than to gneke light, of your own happigels or miſery Why 
Sirs, dp: you; nof.care whether, you be -ſaved:or damned ? Is 
Self-love loft ?- Are you turned your own Enemies ? As he that 
dighteth his Meat, doth flight bis life ; ſo,if you flight Chriſt, 
whatſoever you may think, you will find it was your own Salya- 
tion |that you lighted, Hear, what he ſaith, Prov. 1.36, Al 
they that hate me, doug Death, 6 6k: a7 
- 6. Your ſin is. greater, in that you profeſs to believe the Go- 
ſpel which you make fo light,of. For a profeſſed Infidel to do 
it, that believes not that ever Chriſt died, or roſe again ; or 
doth . not believe that therezs a Heaven or Hel), this were no 
ſuch -marvel ; but for you that make it your Greed, and your 
rery Religion,;and call your ſelves Chriſtiany, aod have begn 
baptized -4n0@/ this Faith, and feemed to ſtand: to it; oy i 
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the wonder, and hath no excuſe. - What !. believe that you ſhall 
live ia endlefs Joy or Torment, and yetmake no more of it; to 
eſcape Tormeae, and obtaiy that Joy... What!: beheve'that 
God; will fhortly-judge you; and yet make .nd morepreparation 
for it ? Either ſay plainly, 5 am no. Chriſtian, I do c nos believe 
theſe wonderful things! 1 will belzeve nothing but what [ ſet ,, or elle, 
let your hearts be affefted with your Belief, and live as you fay 
you do believe. What. db you think when you repeat the 
Creed, and mention Chriſt's Judgment and everlaſting Life ? 
' 7. What are theſe things you ſet ſo mych> by, as to prefer 
them before Chriſt! and the ſaving of yous:Sopls? Have you 
found a better friend, a greater and ſurer happineſs than this ? 
Good Lord ! What dung is it that men make ſa much of, while 
they ſet ſo. light by evertaſting Glory } 'What 'Foyegare they 
that they are. daily taken np with; while matters of: life” and 
death are neglected + Why Sirs, If you had-every onea: King- 
dom in your hopes, what were it in compariſon of the 'ever« 
hſting Kingdom? I cannot but look upon: all the Glory and 
Dignity of this World, Lands and. Lordſmps, .Crowns and 
Kingdoms, ever ak 6n ſomeibrainkck beggarly Felow, ithat bor« 
roweth fine Cloaths; atid  pldys the part 6f /a Kingzor a Lord, 
for an hour on a: Rage, and then coltzes down, and the ſport is 
ended, and they are beggers agains. :Were it not for God's in- 
tereſt in the Authority of Magiſtrafes,, or: for the . ſervice they 
wight:do him, I ſhduld judge no better of them; [For astatheir 
on Glory, it- is but a ſajoak t what matic itiwhether you 
live poar, or ;rich, anleſs it were: a greater! matter: to dye rich 
than it is 2 You know weltendugh that Death Jevels all: Whar 
matter is it'at Judgment, whether you be' to anſwer: for the 

ie-of 2:richman,. or: a poor-man ? Is.D:vys then any better 

than 4am. arns ? Oh that men iknew- what a'poor deceiving, ſha 
dow\ they /graſp :at,' while ahey: let-go the everkaſting/(Subs 
ſtance ! The Rtrongeſt and -gicheſt, and- moſt voluptuous Sins 
ners,:do- but lay in fuel for their forrows, while they think 
they are gathering gogether .4 treaſure. ©. Alav! they are aſleepy 
and dream that they are happy ; but wben they 'awake, what 

&clungewilleh6y fine ?: Ehtir:Crowh-is made of Thorms t their 

Peaſare tiath ſack a4 ting»ay/will.Ftick it therheart through-alt 

Eernity, except unfeigned Repentance do prevent it. Qh-haw: 

ſadly Will theſe wretches.be:couvinced cre long, what a fooliſh 
"II D 2 bargain 


no 
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bargain they made in ſelling Chriſt and their Salvation for 

theſe Trifles ! Let your Farms and Merchandize then fave you 

if they can z anddo that for you that Chriſt would have done. 

Cry then to. thy Baal to ſave thee! Oh what: thonghts have 

Drunkards and Aduiterets, &c. of Chriſt, that will not part 

with the baſeſt luſt for him ! For a piece of bread, faith Sole- 

mor, ſuch men do tranſgreſs, Prov. 28. 21. 

8. To ſer ſolight by Chriſt and Salvation is a certain mark 
that thou haſt.no part in them, and if thou ſo continve, that 
Chriſt will ſer as light by thee: Thoſe that honour him he will 
honour, and thoſe that deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 
I Sam. 2.30. Thou wilt feel one day that thou canſt not live 
without hin. Thou wilt:confeſs then thy need of him; and then 
thou mayſt go look for a Saviour where thou wilt ; for he will be 
na-Saviour for thee hereafter, that wouldſt not valne him, and 
ſubmit to him. here : Then whowill prove the loſer by thy con- 
rempt? Oh what a thing will it be for a poor miſerable Soul 
tocry to Chriſt for help in the day of extremity, and to hear 
fo ſad an: Anſwer as this! Thou didſt. ſet light by me and 
my Lawin the day of thy Proſperity, and 4: will now ſet as 
light by thee in thy Adverliity. Read Prov. 1.24- to the end. 
T hou that as Eſas didſt felkthy Birth-right for a Meſs of Pot- 
tage. ſhalt then find no place:for repentance, though thou ſeek 
it with tears, -Heb. 12.17; Do you think that Chriſt ſhed his 
blood to ſave them. that continue to make light of it ? and to: 
ſave them that vatue aCoup'of Drink or a.Luſt before his Sal» 
vation ? 1 tett you Sirs, 'though you ſet light by Chriſt and: Sal- 
vation, God doth not ſo: He will not give them on ſuch Terms 
as theſe : He vslueth the Blood of bis Son, and the everlaſting 
Glory.; and he wit make you value them, if ever you have them. 
Nay, .this will be thy condemnation; and leaveth :no. remedy. 
All the Wold cannot ſave him that fets light by Chriſt, Mc, 
2. 3- Luke 14 24+ None of them ſhall taſte of his Supper, Mat. 
10.37. Nor can you blame him to deny you what you made 
light of yourſelves. Can you find fault if you miſs of the Sal- 
vation which you lighted ?' «. Ti 3243 4 

o, The time is near 'when Chriſt and Salvatibn will not be 
made light of as now they are... When Gbd hath ſhaken thoſe. 
careleſs Souls our of their Bodies, .aod you muſt anfwer for aſl! 
your fins in your &wn Name 3:: O then,. what what. would you: 

e Ci give 
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give for 2 Saviour ? when 2: thouſand Bills ſhall be brought in» 
againſt you, and none to relieve you, then you will conlider, 
oh, Chriſt would now have ſtood between me and the wrath of God : 
bad I'net deſpiſed him, he would have anſwered all. When you 
ſee the World hath left you, and your companions in ſin have: 
deceived themſelves and you, and all your merry days are gone z 
then what would you give for that Chriſt and Salvation, thar 
now you account not worth your- labour ? Do you think when 
you ſee the Judgment ſer, and you are doomed to everlaſting 
Perdition for your Wickedneſs, that you ſhould then make as 
light of Chriſt as now ? Why will you not judge now, as you 
know you ſhall jadge then? Will he then be worth ten thouſand 
Worlds, and is he not now worth your higheſt Eſtimation, and ' 
deareſt AﬀeCtion ? 

10. God will not only deny thee that Salvation thou madeſt 
light of, but he will take from thee all that which thou didſt 
valve before it: He that moſt highly eſteems Chriſt, ſhall have 
him and the creatures ſo far as they are good here, and him: 
without the Creature hereafter,- becauſe the Creature is not uſe- 
ful; and he that ſets more by the Creature than by Chriſt, - ſhall” 
have ſome of the Creature without Chriſt here, and neither- 
Chriſt nor it hereafter. 9 43-4 

So much of theſe conſiderations, which may ſhew the true 
face of this hainous ſin. C 

What think you now friends of this buſineſs ? Do you not: 
ſee by this time what a caſe that Soul is in that makerh light 
of Chriſt and Salvation? What need then is there that you 
ſhonld take heed leſt this ſhould prove your own caſe : The 
Lord knows it is too common a caſe. Whoever is found: 
guilty at the laſt of this ſin, it were better for that man he had 
never been born. - It were better for him he had been a Turk- 
or Indian, that never had heard the Name of a Saviour, and' 
that never had Salvation offered to him: For ſuch men have 
no Cloak for their fin, Foky 15. 22. Beſides all the reſt of their 
fins, they have this killing fin to anſwer-for, which will vndo- 
them. And this will aggravate their miſery : Thar Chriſt whom 
they ſet light by, muſt be their Judge, and for this ſin will he 
judge them. Oh that ſuch would now conſider how/ they will 
anſwer that Queſtion that Chriſt puts to their Predeceſſors, 
Mat. 23. 33- How will ye eſcape the Daunnation of Hell? - 
| He. 
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Heb. 2 3« How (bull 'we eſcape if "we negleft ſo great Salvation? 
Can you: eſcape, without a Chriſt ? or will a deſpiſed Chrift 
ſave you then ?. if he be accuried that ſer light by Father os 
Mother, Dear. 27,16. What then is' he that ſets light by 
Chriſt ? It was the hainous fin of the Jews, that among them 
were tound ſuch as ſt light by Father and Mother, Ezek. 22.5, 
But 2mong vs men ſligkt the Father of Spirits. In the Name 
of. God Brethren, I beſecch you to conſider how you will then 
bear his Anger which you now make light of ? You that caq- 
not make light of 2 little ſickneſs os wapt, or of natural Death, 
no not of a Tooth-ach, but groan as if youwereuudone, how 
will you they make light of the Fury of the Lord, which will 
burn agaiuſt the Contemners of his Grace? Dath it not be- 
hove you beforehand to think of theſe things ? 


Hitherto 1 have been convincing you of the evil of the fin, 
and the danger that followeth : 1 come now to know your Re- 
ſolation for the time to come. What fay you 7 Do you mean 
to” ich, as light by Chriſt and Salvation as bitberto,,you have 
dane *:and to be the ſame men after all this?! | hope, not. 
Oh let got. your Miniſters that would fain fave-you, be.brought 
in as Witneſſes againſt you, to condemn you. At leaſt, I beſeech 
you. put - not this upon ae, Why Sirs. If the Lord ſhall fay 
to us at Judgment, Did you never tell theſe men what Cariſt 
did for thein Sonls, and. what need they had of him, and how 
nearly it. did concern them to look to their Salvation, that 
they made light- of it ?. we, muſt needs ſay the Truth: Yea, 
Lord, we-told them of it as plaigly ;as we could ;_ we would 
have gone on our knees to them, if we had thopght it would 
have prevailed ; we did intreat them; as earneſtly as we could, 
to conlider theſe! things: They heard of theſe things every 
day ; byt alaſs, +we.could never. got them to; their hearts ; 
they gave us the hearing, but they made light of all that we 
could ſay to them, - Oh ſad will it prove on your ſide, if you 
farce us to ſuch an Anſwer as tbis. | | 

.But..if the Logd do wiove the hearts-of any. of you, and you. 
reſolve to: make light of, Ghriſhno more: Orif, any of you lays. 
we do not make-light of him ; let me telj you here in the cod- 
cluſiqn what you muſt do, or eſe you ſhall be judgedas (lighters 
of- Chriſt and Salvation. | _ 7 4D 


(.27 ) 
. Apo firſt 1 will tell you what will not ſerve the turn. 

1. You may have a notional knowledge of Chriſt and the ne- 
ceflity of his blood, and of the excellency of Salyatton, and 
yet periſh as negleCters of him. This is too common amobg 

eſt Chriſtians. You may fay all that other mep do of him ; 
What Goſpel paſlages: had Balaarm ? Jeſus I, know, and - Faw 1 
know, the very Devils could ſay, who believe and tremble, 

av. 2. 

J 2, You may weep at the Hiſtory of his Paſſion, when you 
read how he was uſed by the Jews; and yet moke light of him, 
and periſh for fo doing. = 

3- You may come deſicoully to, his word and exdinances. 
Herod heard gladly; ſo do many that yet muſt periſtras neg- 
leters of Salvation. 

4. You may in a fit of fear have ſtrong deſires after a Chriſt, 
to eaſe you, and to fave you from God's wrath: as Saul had of 
David to play betore him ; and yet you may periſh for making 
lght of Chrif, 

5. You may obey himin many thiogs, ſo far as will not ruine 
you in the World : and eſcape much of the Pollutions of the 
World by bis knowledge, and yet negleft him. 

6. You may ſuffer and loſe much for him, ſo far as leaveth 
you an earthly Felicityz as Anas; the young man. Some 
parcels of their pleaſures and profits many will part with jn 
hope of Salvation, that ſhall periſh everlaſtiogly, tor yalviog it 
go More. | 

7. You may be eſteemed by others a man zealous for Chriſt, 
and loved and admired upan-that account, and yet be one that 
ſhall periſh for making light of him. 

8. Yoy may verily think your ſelyes, that you ſet more by 
Chriſt and Salvation than any thing, and yet be miſeken, and 
be judged 8s Cogtemners of him : Chriſt juſtifieth not all that 
jultife themſelves, = pj 1 
$9. You may be zealous Preachers of Chriſt and Salvation, 
and reprove others for this neglect, and lametit: the ſin of the 
Warld in like expreſſions as 1 have done 'this day; and yet if 
you or | have no better evidence to prove onr hearty eſteem of 
Chriſt and Salyation,/ we are. undone: der all thas, 


[ 


1. You 
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' You hear Brethren what will or ſerve the turn ; Will yoy 
-now hear what perſons you muſt be if you would not be- ton- 
demned as lighters of Chriſt ? O ſearch whether it 'be thus 
with your Souls, or no, | 

t, Youreſtecm of Chriſt ard:Salvation, muſt be greater than 
;your eftcem of all the Honors, Profits, or Pleafures of this World, 
or elſe you (light him : No leſs will be accounted ſincere, or ac- 
cepted to your Salvation: Think not this hard, when thert is 
no compariſon in the matters eſteemed. To eſteem the greateſt 
Glory on Earth before Chriſt and Everlaſting Glory, is a greater 
Folly, and Wrong to Chriſt, than to eſteem a Dog before your 
Prince, would be folly in you, 8nd a wrong to him. Scripture 
1s plain in this, Mar. 10. 37. He that loverb Father or Mather, 
Wife, Children, Houſe, Land, or his own Life more than me, 11 no 
worthy of me, and cannot be my Diſciple, as Luke 14. 26- 

2. You muſt manifeſt this eſteem of Chriſt and Salvation in 
your daily endeavours and ſeeking after him, and in parting 
with any thing that he ſhall requireof you. God is a Spirit, 
and will nct take an hypocritical Profeſſion inſtead of the heart 
and ſpiritual Service which he commandeth. He will have the 
heart or nothing z and the chief room in the heart too. Theſe 
muſt be had. 

If you ſay that you do not make light of Chriſt, or will not 
hereafterz let me try you in theſe few particulars, whether in- 
deed you mean as you ſay, and do not diſſemble. 

t. Will you for the time to come make Chriſt and Salvation 
the chiefeſt matter of your care and ſtudy ? Threſt them not 
out of your thoughts, as''a-needleſs and unprofitable Subjeft 
nor allow it only ſore running ſlight thoughts, which will not 
affet you. But will you make it your buſineſs once a day to 
bethink you ſoberly when you are alone, What Chrilt hath done 
for you ; and what he will do if you do not make light of it: 
and what it is to be everlaſtingly happy or miſerable? and 
what all things in this World are in 6. ow of your S#tva- 
tion f- and how they will ſhortly leave you ? and whet mind you 
will be then of ; and how yon will eſteem them ? will you pro- 
miſe me now and then to make it your buſineſs to withdraw 
your ſelves from the World, and ſet your ſelves to ſuch confi- 
derations as theſe? If you will not, are not you lighters of 
Chriſt, and Salvation, that will not be perſwaded ſoberly to 
think 


2 
gk 0n\ then. This is, my.fight. 
rial, whethef. you will value Chri | = 
 2/Wil}-you for. the time, 39 comes lot. mare by.the Word of 
God, which contains the diſcovery of thele excellent. things, 
and is y6ur charter for $alyarton, and your.guide thereynto? Yoo 
cannot ſet by Chriſt, but you muſk ſet, by bys W.ord 4, Therefore 
the- Deſpiſersef. at 'afe/threazned muithDeſtruftion, Prov, 13-13. 
Will you therefore attend to'' the, publick preaching:of this 
Word? will you: read jt daily-f,, will you refolve to obey ir 
whatever _it: may caſt yay 2.;1f ,yqu will got do this; bur make 
light of the Word of God, you ſhall be judged: as ſuch 3s 
make light. of Clit, ang Salvatigg, whatever you may fondly 
ptomiſe to your felyes.. | | 
--3. Will you for tho time to come eſteem more of the Of- 
fcers-of Chriſt, ' wbam:he -he hath purpoſely appointed 3o guide 
you to Salvation ? 180d will. yog - make uſe of theay, for , zhas 
end ? Alas. isnot ove the Minifter a, good , wards:, and 
ſpeak well . of 'bim, pay+ him, his T ythes duly, that! will 
ſerve the .tarn: Is it. for the neceſſiay 'of your Sovls that God 
wu nh Ser in bis Church; that _—_ 0s ah. Fx a 
er Chriſt) or: his Apotdegaries 19.3Pply; his Remegies to 
your ſpiritual Diſealen,za0e ony ip, publigks, t alſo 40. pri» 
ydte:" That) ybu eafty -have fame $0.89 f for the reſolving 
of your deubts; and for your. inftry&ion-where you are igno- 
rant, and for the help of their Exhortations and Prayers. 
Will you uſe hereafter-t9 g@:;to your 'Migiſters, privately , 
2nd ſolicite thet far advice 2 1ang-3f 59% al thn 


Queen 40, Þpt-yauMn the 
rit or. opt, 1.1 1 
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your (own 48 are fits adyicy f5om wont oy 6 6% 
Whariyos ſhall do to be »(muc dy hom 16 (grep 376. if ir, Neath. and 7 
ment? and will you obey the Word of:;God n their Mouphs./ 
If you will not do this much, nor ſo much as enquire of thoſe 
that ſhould teat: yoo, n4r ufe-the, means which Chriſt bath 
abliſhed in his Clarch 4 your ,hedp> -1945 oWa; Conlcience 
one day witneſs, thank x ets. fuck 96, made, light, 
Chriſt and Salvation. If any of you doubt whether :it be your 
duty thusto ak conaſet of your Teachers, as ſick men de, of 
their Phyſitzans , let, your | own; necefiuti \ telolvs you-z let 
God's expreſs word refolveyon s, ſee what. js Gid of the Frets 
6f the: Lord, even,;before Ghriit's coming, much gf their 
work did lie in-Ceremonials !, 4-25 6. My Covenant was 
with' bith of life and peace 7 and 4 gave them to him (10 Levi) 
310 E 
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fol eilfeur nb I witty yg. Aid ?WkT &fratd1 brforiign 
nam?, The Law of Thi whi' vw hit FHoktby ey ed 
fonWinhislipt', be watked 90 thi "Peaze ant Equity, akid did 
then many away from " Iniquity./" Por wht Preeſts"lips ſhould, hery 
hrowledge, ani a ire Yor or Ltd "her en 2Math 3'\Far :þd 15; 
Pe" Meſſenger of -rhe Dor of! Baftg.o 300 AA 1115 ron 
© Nay,* You auſt '66t df19" gh gnire,” and ſubmit-to Itheifi ad.) 
vice, but alſo ro their juſt 'teptehenſions; /and!Church cenſures; 
And. wittont-proud repihing, ſubnilc |co : the Diſcipline | of 
Chriſt in their” Hands, if it 'fhallibe ved To the Congregations 
whereof yoware Members. 107 000 to biyu'/ vd3 Jo 37 

4. Willy6n forthe tithe W9itome; mbkdConkeibace! gf daily 
and earneſt Prayer to God, that you-*miy have ca part»jn 
Chtiſt and Salvation?! Uo'Hot go but of doors'till'you have 
breathed' ovrt theſe deſires'to-Gcd'; 2dolinots lie down to- reſt 
till you have breathed ont" theſe- defives þiſay* neo, Gbe hnow- 


| Ghrif 
vition's 245 70016112021 1dr 19 qtail oft 45 bios 
| far the'timelt@ come; refulrediy! caſt away 
* e(cbmmnind of vChrift? (16 yoo thavelbbey 
rentionsy or #ialitious 4nd revengefat, beoſong 
Yy Have \beei AUokevreryy vr \Swearers, or Curſers, 
et. You ednhiet'hold/theſe,, and: yer. ſet by. Chriſt 
; .:! OG; 1 of 1 ah 9 "7 [ 
ſay 'you? Are yot/tefolved to. let: themygo ? If! not; 
We yos Fnbw2tis the -wAl-of -Chriſt,''andi\de ihath 'rv[d. you 
f hall n6t' enter” inf6 His Kingdom F091 mnot you 
light of hid? > * OL 2YOYy 10 (a5 | ndinvite bic Hi 
 -"O2WM yoli' for the tine to tome, ferve God inthe deareſt 
a3 well 3s in the-theapef# part'of” his ſervide z ?nor only with 
rout "tongues, but with yoty purfes-and yourodeeds'?; (hall: the 
vor fidd that You ſet more by Chrit thanUthisy World? ſhall 
A appear in any good uſes that God calls you to' be liberat in, 
according to your' Abilities ? Pure Religion and mm" * 
ore 


hot tary 
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(37) 
fore, dBod':43-thisyg; To wiſe the Fatherleſc and the, Widows in 
fhoiy aff: Gronyy Jam. 1.1, Will you reſolve to ſtick to Chriſt, 
and make-ſyre'this work of Silvation, tho? it coſt you all thar 
you have ik tha Warld ? If you think theſe terms too dear, you 
aakeligbtiof Chriſt, and- will be judged accordingly. | 

« (7. Will: you for the timeto, come make much of all things 
that tend tO--your Salvation; and take every help that' God 
offereth. yav, and gladly make uſe of ll his Ordinances ? Ar- 
tend: upol tis. ſtrengthening Sacraments, ſpend the Lord's 
;ownday in theſe holy !Employmegts,,., Inſtrugt, your Childreh 
andberyants ug theſeithings, i Dem. 6.-6,7. get into good com 
pany: $het«ſettheir faces, Heayenward, and will teach you the 
Way,-ahd help you thither ;;-and take heed of the wicked Scorn- 
ers: or - fooliſh. yolpptuaus, - fleſhly. men, -or any that would 
kivder you in; this; wpr&k, Will ,you do.theſe;things ? Or will 
yoo hem ghar you are Aighters of Ghyilt by neglecting them ? 

138; WH yavidp af this with delight, notias your toy], but 
a/your pleaſpre ? 1 and take; it for your higheſt Honour that 
you:may be.Gbrift's, Diſciples, and. may be admitted to ſerve 
andrwor ſhip hin 3; 9r&r£jay or wich boly Confidence, in, the ſuf- 
Kiiency of that Gacrifice by which you, may have. pardon of all 
your \failingiy..and \1ighs,.to, the lnberitance, of the, Saints in 
'\Uightt>2; 16; yÞg will do thee things Gigcerely, you will. ſhew that 
-you Jet by Chriſt: aod Salvation; elſe not. gw | 

tr >Dearly - Beloved in the Lord, 1 have how done that work 
which IFamejupan 4; what cffefts ic bath, or will, haye' vpbp 
your Hearts, I know not, nor is it any further in-my power, 
to accompliſh that which my ſoul defireth for you. Were ic 
the Lord's will that I might have my wiſh hercin, the words 
that you have this day heard, ſhould ſo ſtick by you, that the 
ſecure ſhould be awakended by them, and none of you ſhou!d 
periſh by the MNighting of your Salvation. I cannot now fot 
low you to your ſeveral Habitations, to apply this Word to 
your particular neceſſities: but oh that | could make cvery 
Man's Conſcience a Preacher to himſelf, that ir might do it, 
which is ever with you: that the next time you go Prayerleſs 
to Bed, or about your þuſineſs, Conſcience might cry out, Do## 
thou ſet no more by Chriſt and thy Shlvation? that the next time 
you are tempted to think hardly of a holy and diligent life, (1 
will not ſay to deride it as more ado than needs) Conſcience 
might cry out, Doſt thou ſer ſo light by Chrift and thy Salvation ? 
that 
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that the next time you are ready to raſh upotyiknowhs 
to pleaſe your fleſhly deſires againſt hoo Ny 
Conſcience might cry ont, /s Chreft and Salvation. mn hairs 
worth, than to caft them away, or wenter them for a that 
when you are following the Workd- with your eager 'oy- 
fires, forgetting the. Workd to cone, and the clifiige that is « 
little before you, Tonſticace might - Bene you, 'Þ "Cling 
and Salvation no more worth than ſo? T when yor' att 'naxe 
ſpending the Lord's day in idleneſs or vain ſpotts, Conſciende 
might tell you what you are doing. 'In's word, that inal = 
your neglects bf dury, your Ricking at the Taþpoſed laboue 
colt of a godly Life ;, yes, in all\youricoltf 4081 TJ 
Performances, Conference might +cll you, how thr ay | 
endeavours are to the Reward ; and that -Chtiſt and Salvatinn 
ſhould not be ſo'flighred: ' 1 will fay no more bur! chix xr "chis 
time: Iti proceed! phoep, thay when God tath'provided'a 
Saviour for the World, '#nd when Chriſt bartiſffered'ÞÞ much 
for their-ſins, and made a full ſatisfaQtion' to Juſtices aud 
chaſed- ſo. $ noos 2 Kingdom gerbe, 7 ts 
offered io"! to Sinners, to loſt uhwotthy'!  evenOfor 
nothing, -tbat;yer ſo mary millions ſhould evetiatiogy par, 
becavſe,they made light of their Saviour and Salvation, wid prefer 
the vain Werll knd thtir Luft before thein. "1 bnegukecret wy 
Meſſage, the Lord apen your: Hearts t6 receif&#} hd Sp 
ſwaded you with the Word of truth and ſobernefs ; "the Ce 
perſwade yag; ore effeftoa}y, or elſe all this /iv'1of! n vin 
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